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Chriftian Hiftory ; 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in Great Britain, America, 8c. ~ 
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Accounts of the Revival of Religion in Bofton, 
continued. 


publick, both in Preaching and Priat, fairly warn’d 
and from the Word of Gon foretold of thefe Apofta- 
cies; yet they gave Occafion to the prejudic’d againft the 
Work, to caft a Slur on the reft in general, to multiply and 
magnify the Inftances, and pronounce them alkImpoftors. 
So I remember, when thirty Years fince | liv’d and preach’d 
in England, efpecially in the latter End of Queen Anne's 
Reign ; if bur one of our Congregation, and much more one 
of our Communion, fell into any Scandal, all the Country 
round would ring and eccho with it, and the loofer People 
in the Church of England would take Occafion to triumph 
with their Reproaches ; crying out,--- ‘ We were ail alike, 
* and tho’ we were fo precife we would not curfe or fwear, 
‘ yet we wou’d lye and cheat, and fteal, and commit any 
* private Wickednefs ;’ and the Profane wou’d damn us all 
as a Pack of Hypocrites. So were the ancient Puritans with 
the pious Fathers of this Country, treated in the Reigns of 
K. ‘James the I. and Charles the I, ’till they came over hi- 
ther between 1620 and 1640: And fo were the pious Non- 
conformifis, in the Reign of K. Charles the I]. 1 believe 
there fcarce ever was a Set of Men more reproach’d and 
ftigmatiz’d than thofe pious Puritans and Nonconformi/?s 
And this not only by loofer People, but even by /earned Cler- 
gymnen of Note and Figure, as their Writings to this Day 
fhow. And any Man who knows them, may fee the fame 
afperfing and teviling Spirit and Way of Writing in the oat 
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fent Day againft the Inftruments and Subjeéts of this Work 
in general. 

And indeed in every Party, where there is an Enmity or 
Prejudice againft any other Perfonor Party, there is always 
more or lefs of Blindnefs and Partiality, and a powerful 
Bent to mifconftrue, cavil, mifreprefen', defame and vilify. 
So the Papiffs have traduced the Prote/fants in general, and 
efpecially Luther, Calvin, Beza, Knox, &c ; For by blacken- 
ing thofe great Reformers they thought to blacken the Refor- 
mation advanced by them: Yea to this very Day the moft 
learned in the Chriftian World cry out of nothing but Con- 
tention and Confutfion in that happy Work, and deny there 
has been any Reformation at all. Sol have heard an & 
tian Traveller who once failed with me, moft zealoufly re- 
prefent the Chri/fians,from the numerous Inftances he knew, 
as the vileft Seét on Earth. And fo was their glorious Le a- 
DER counted a Deceiver; and his Ape/lles were de/pifed, 
buffeted, reviled, perfecuted, defamed, made as the Filth of the 
World, and the Off-/couring , Noe Things. 1 Cor. iv. 

Some, after ail, have no ubt deceived both themfelves 
and others in the Extent of their Conviétion, Humiliation, 
applying to CHrist, and in the Spring and Nature of 
their Comfarts. Some I was afraid of at the Time ; as not 
being duly convinced, humbled, broken-hearted, felf-con- 
demned, devoted to Gop, concerned for his Glory, or hav- 
ing a due Reverence of Him: And fome few have given too 
much Occafion for our Fears fince. Tho’ from my exten- 
five View of the many Infirmities and Corruptions in the 
beft of Saints on Earth, lam not apt to be narrow or cenfo- 
rious in thefe Matters: And Perfons who feem to be con 
verted, muft be knowingly bad and continue fo, and | muft 
know they know it, betore Iam willing to lofe my Cherity. 

But the Generality of thofe whom I judg’d to have paffed 
through a right Comvidtion & Humiiiation to Faith inCurist, 
feem'd to come to Confelation in. Him, in a Way agreable to 
Scripture, the very Nature and Reafon of Things, and com- 
mon Experience of thofe who are thereugbly fubdued toChrift, 
lavingly indightened, are /atisfied in Him, ref on Him, and 
feel therafelves in a mew State, happily changed and brought 
into the ylorious Liberty of the Sons of Gon : as | apprehend 
thoie were: And one or other of the/¢ are Common Springs 
ot Jey or Comeiation, efpecially at che fislt Convertion, 
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The Confelations of fome were weaker, of other: Pronger 
In fome they role to Joys; in fome few to Foy eeprabude 
and full of Glory, a3 the Apolile fpeaks , tho’ I never Ow 
ene either in Town or Country, in what fome wrongly call 
a Vifien, Trance ot Revelation. And where thole frw |e 
fiances have happened in fome Places, appeared but a little 
while and vanifhed ; ¢ By what] have heard I apprehend 
that where they were unfeigned, they were only sereru/ 
Effc2s of an extraordinary intenfe EB xerci/e of Sow! ; the’ s 
divine Influence might be the Original of the Exercife. Nor 
do lapprehend /uch FE ffréts a Sign either of the Perion’s be- 
re Lee Sanctification being to be judy'd 
of by the Frame of the whole Soul and Nature of its Yxer- 
cifes while fully awake, and not by fuch dreaming lew 
Yea tho’ it were pothble they fhould be Infprrations, they 
would be no more Signs i them/clve: of Sandtibcation than 
the genuine Vifions of Balsam or Beihexzer. And lknow 
of none but is of the fame Opinion with me. 

But as for {piritual Jey and Con/elations, whoever hava 
large Experience in his awn Heart of a large Acquaintance 
with the varios Experiences of others, has fownd theofe For, 
arife from fuch like varieus Caw/es as thefe that (yilow 

1. Some in the Progre/ of thew Convicdhon towards the 

of Humiliation ; while their Souls were quarreling 
with the Holinefs, Juflice, Law, Wrath, Corfes, Truth and 
Sovereignty of Gop, fo as to throw them into the utmott 
Tumult ; they have been at length, and fomerimes fi dden 
ly fubdued, fo as to yier, fubsmit and refign into the fove 
reign Hands of Curisr : Upon which their (Quarrels and 
Tumults ceafing, a divine and wondrous Calm and Pleo /ers 
bave immediately and genuinely fucceeded. 

2. Some from a lively View of the caceeding Newio 
and Hermes me/s of theic Sims and Vilene/s of their Hearts, 
whereby thought’ themielves the work of Siomers , 
and feeing the All-fufficiency of Cuatst in every Thing 
but Willingns/s vo fave fuch horrid Wretches, were in great 
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+ I never heard of above ane or two in this Trtow , ard I 
don't remember I hawe heard of sar in this Press +o 
the Seathwerd of us, tho” there hes been a remurdedls 
Revival in Jeveral Places om that Paswot the Lave 
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Diftrefs ; but upon feeing his Willingne/s to fave even them 
in particu’ar, have been overcome with ‘fey at the View, and 
with fuch joyful Views fled into his Arms. 

3. Some finding themfelves under the Love and Power of 
Sin, in wretched Bondage to their Lu/fs, to horrible Sug- 
geftions, Temptations, Oppofitions, and utter Impotence to free 
themfelves and ferve the Lorp with Pleafure ; being unex- 
pectedly delivered and brought into the glorious Liberties of 
the Sons of Gon ; they have been like thofe in P/al. cxxvi. 
When the Lory turned again the Captivity of Zion, we were 
like them that dream : Then was our Mouth filled with Laugb- 
ter and our Tongue with Singing : The Lorp hath done great 
Things for us, whereof we are glad. 

4. Some labouring under fuch Blindnefs of Mind, that 
they could fee nothing of the perfonal and perfec? Loveline/s 
of Curist, have been exceedingly troubled ; n they 
came efpecially on a fudden to fee his perfec? and tranfcendent 
Loveline/s, it has raifed them into a Tran/port. 

5- Some who have found their Hearts as hard as a Rock, 
that they could not mourn in the leaft as they could perceive 
for their horrid Sins and Sinfulnefs, and were in the Way of 
Defpair ; upon their Hearts diffolving with godly Sorrow for 
their piercing CuRIsT, and even the /malle/t Sins and Heart- 
Impurities, have been greatly affected with Pleg/ure and 
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6. Some after all their genuine Changes, their Exercife 
of Faith in Curist, of Love unto Him, Repentance, and 
other Graces, have not yet been able to fee whether thefe have 
been any other than /uperficial Changes and common Graces, 
and been in great Perplexity ; ’till the Sprrit of CHrist 
has fhone fo clearly on them as to give them joyful Sati/- 

aétion. 

‘ 7. Some having all the /itely Marks of Converfion, and 
even fame of their Graces in fome Exercife, tho’ very faint 
and low, and their Hearts exceeding cold, flat and deadned, 
have been greatly difcouraged ; but ere they were aware, their 
Souls have been made gs the Chariots of Aminadib, to their 
great Rejoicing. 

8. Some have been fo greatly troubled with their lamen- 
table Diflance and Effrangement from the bleffed Jesus, as 
thev could enjoy no Reft ; ’till he has taken them into bis ban- 
quetting EHouje, exalted them to fit in beavenly ey 
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Him, and fo thown his Glories and Love unto them (his 
Banner ever them was Love) as have moft powerfully drawa 
out their Hearts to an boly and tranfporting Intimacy with 
Him ; that in the believing Views of Curist and Sen/ation 
of this Commuman, they have rejoiced with Fey un{peahable 
and full of Glory. \ here write what many holy Souls who 
have had Communion with Curis, by their Experience 
par fre oe iy rhe eds the like /piri- 
t as Ww HRIsT fpeaks of his /upping with Be- 
lievers and they with Him. Rev. iii. 20. fonting 

As for fpiritual Pride and rafh “fudging --- fome lately 
wrought upon, efpecially in Hours of Temptation, have grie- 
voufly exceeded ; yea fome whom we judged to be effectually 
called, as well as many more who had been under very pow- 
erful and far advanced, but ineffec#ual Operations ; and who 
ought not to be blended with, as is the Way of the Preju- 
dic’d, but diftinguifhed from the other. Yet fome of the 
hopefully renewed are freer than others from thofe Exceffes : 
cnd I never knew the moff grown, humble, and prudent Saint 
on Earth wholly without them ; for if 1 had, I fhould hold 
Perfeétion in the prefent State: much lefs can we expect 
the new-born Convert to be fo humble and wife as thofe who 
have been growing in Grace and Knowledge for feveral 
Years. Alafs ! -evety Soul renewed has the /ameCorruptions 
as before ; they mix with all our Graces ; Unbelief with 
Faith, Pride with Humility, precipitant Zeal or Paffion with 
Witdom, rafh fudging of others with condemning ourfelves : 
And he feems to be little acquainted with his own Heart 
who fees not in himfelf a Bent to be proud even of his own 
Humility ; and who feels not the Rifings of Pride, efpecially 
while Grace is young, even in his highcft Enlargements and 
Enjoyments, as weil as in his beft Performances and the 
Applaufes of thofe about him. Even the Apoftle Pau/him- 
felf, tho’ one of the greateft Mortification and improved 
Sanctity ; yet by being favour’d of Gop with abundant Re- 
velations, found himfelf fo ftrongly inclin’d to be above AZca- 
fure exalted, that if there had not been given him @ Tdors 
in the Flef>, the Meffenger of Satan to buffet him, He would 
have been carried away by the natural Biafs. 2 Cor. xii. 
And what Wonder is it at firft to fee fome undue E lations mix 
with the Feys of young and little experienc’d Chriflians, before 
they have muchTime to grow in the fad,furprizing & abafing 
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Views of their remaining Corruptions ; which at the firft Senfe 
of theirChange, their firft joyful Views of theLove &Glory of 
CuristT, and firft Elevations of their Faith& Affecions to 
him, they could fcarce perceive, & were therefore ready to 
think by hisBloed&SPiR1T to be almoft intirely purged away. 

But with the commonMixture of their remaining Infirmities 
and Corruptions, I have generally feen attending their Joys, 
high, humble and affe@tionate Admirations of the wonderful 
Grace of Gop, and aftonifhing Pity & Condefcention of the 
Son of hisLove, in becoming incarnate,dying to fave them, 
bearing fo long with them while they have been fpitting 
and trampling on him ; and after all their Abufes, fending 
them his Embafladors and Tenders of Grace, employing 
his SPIRIT, overcoming their Hearts, and opening hisArme 
to receive them: And with thefe ‘foys I have alfo feen all 
the proper Expreffions of their lively CrnitatnLeve Pails, 
Devotion to Gon their Saviour, Zeal for his Glory ; Love 
to his Word, Truths, Ordinances, and thofe in whom the 
meek, humble and holy Image of Crist appears, and 
Concern for others. And as they quickly found the remain- 
ing Fountain of Vilene/s rifing in them, the Powers of Grace 
fubfiding, and their fpiritual Impotence in a fad Degree re- 
turning ; they have generally grown more humble and jea- 
lous of themfelves, more fenfible of their depending on 
CurisT continually, and more meek and tender in their 
Carriage tw others. 

And thus fuccefsfully did this Divine Work as above de- 
fcrib’d go on in Town, without any Lifp, as 1 remember, of 
a Separation either in this Town or Province, for above a Year 
and balf afterMr.Whitefield left us,viz.the End of Fune 17423 
when the Rev. Mr. Davenport of Long- I/land came to Bofton, 
And then thro’ the awfulProvidence of the fovereignGop, the 
Wifdom of whofe Ways are paft finding out, we unexpefed- 
ly came to an unhappy Period, which it exceedingly grieves 
m: now to write of, tho’ with all convenient Brevity. 

Friday Evening June 25, He came to Charleftown. Lord’s 

Forenoon, he attended the public Worfhip, and at the 
Lord’s Table there: but the Afternoon ftay’d ag his Lodg- 
ings from an Apprehenfion of the Minifter’s being uncon- 
verted, which greatly alarm’d us. Monday Afternoon he 
came over the Ferry to Boffon: which the affociate Paftors 
in this Town and Charlefown, then at their {tated Courfe of 
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meeting hearing of, fent to fignify, that we fhould be glad 
to fee him ; whereupon he prefently came, and wehad long 


and friendly Conferences with him about his Condu@, on 
this and the following Day. 


On Thurfday Fuly 1. we thought ourfelves oblig’d to pub- 


lith a Declaration of our Judgment concerning him: where- 
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in we own’d, * That he appear’d to us to be truly pious, and 


we hoped that Gop had ufed him as an Jnftrument of Good 
to many Souls; yet we judged it our Duty to bear our 
Teftimony againit’ the following Particulars, (1) His being 
acted much by fudden Jmpulfes. (2) His judging fome 
Minifters in Long-Jfland and New- England to be unconvert- 
ed; and his thinking himfelf call’d of Gop to demand of 
bis Brethren from Place to Place an Account of their rege- 
nerate State, when or in what Manner the Hoty Spirit 
wrought upon and renew’d them. (3) His going with 
his Friends finging thr’ the Streets and Highways, to and 
from the Houfes of Worfhip on Lord’s Days and other 
Days. (4) His encouraging private Brethren [i.e. who 
are not Probationers for the Miniftry] to pray and exhort 
[i. e. like Minifters}] in Affemblies gather’d for that Pur- 
pofe.--- We judg’d it therefore our prefent Duty not toin- 
vite him into our Places of public Worfhip, as otherwife 
we might have readily done’ And we concluded thus --- 
And we take this Opportunity to repeat our T¢/fimony to 
the great and glorious Work of Gon, which of his tree 
Grace he has begun and is carrying on in many Parts of 
this and the neighbouring Provinces ; befeeching him to 
preferve, defend, maintain and propagate it, in Spite of 
all the Devices of Satan againft it of one Kind or other ; 
that however it may fuffer by thelmprudence of itsFriends, 
or by the virulent Oppofition of it’s Enemies, yet it may 
ftand as on the Rock, and the Gates of Hell may aever 
prevail againft it.” 

Bofton, “July 1. 1742. 


William Welfleed Benjamin Colman 
Fofbua Gee Fofeph Sewall 
Hull Abbot | Thomas Prince 
Mather Byles ‘John Webb 
Thomas Prentice | William Cooper 
Ellis Gray Thomas Foxcroft 
Andrew Eliot. Samuel Checkley 


t Mr. Abbot & Prentice of Charl-ffown,the Reft of Baten. 
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Upon publi/hing this Declaration on Friday,many were of- 
fended : And fome Days after Mr. Davenport thought bim- 
felf oblig’d to begin in his public Exercifes to declare againft 
Us alfo ; naming /ome as unconverted, reprefenting the reff as 
‘Febofapbat in Abab’s Army, and ae the People to /epa- 
vate from us: which fo diverted the Minds of many from 
being concern’d about their own Converfion, to think and 
difpute about the Cafe of otbers ; as not only feem’d to put 
an awful Stop to their Awakenings, but alfo on al Sides to 
roil our Paffions and provoke the Hoty Spirit ina gradual 
and dreadiu! Meafure to withdraw his Influence. 

Now a di/putatious Spirit moft grievoufly prevail’d among 
us: and what almoft ever attends it, much Cenforioufne/s 
and Reflecficn ; which had a further Tendency to enflame 
and alienate, and whereof many of every Party were fadly 

ilty. --- It was indeed a lamentable Time ; wherein we 
feem’d to fall into fuch a Cafe as the ChriftianChurch of Co- 
yvinth in the Apoftle’s Days: which had thar’d fuch ‘a large 
Effufion of the Hoty Spirit, that the Apofile calls them 
fanétified inCurisT 3; and thanked his Gop aiways in their 
Bebalf for the Grace of Gov which was given them by Jesus 
CHRIST, that in every Thing they were enriched by bim in all 
Utterance and all Knowledge, even as the Teftimony of CHR1sT 
was confirmed in them, fo that they came bebind in no Gift: 
And yet he complains there were rifen among them Conten- 
tions, Emvying, Strife, Divifions, one faying, lamofPAvL, 
another 1am of APoLLos---And they were carnal,and walk'd 
as Men &c. 1 Cor. I. & Il. 

And now a /mall Number from fome of our Churches arid 
Congregations, ¢ (fome had been Communicants formerly, 
and tome added lately) withdrew and met in adiffin Soctety . 
whereof four Males and two or three Femmles were of our 

Communion. 


(The Reft muft be referv’d io our next, which will conclude 
the Year. ) 





t N. B. There were ten Congregational Churches in Town, 
twe Prefbyterian, and ome Baptilt. 
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